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MYANMAR — ROHINGYA PEOPLE 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight to make a short statement expressing my 
concerns about the events in Myanmar unfolding in front of the world. The ABC today reported that 
Muslim Rohingya people in Rakhine State in the Union of Myanmar are being subjected to, according to 
United Nations officials, a textbook example of ethnic cleansing. The Rohingya people have about two million in 
their population, one million of whom reside in Myanmar. There has been a long history of communal tension and 
conflicts between the ruling majority in Myanmar and the Muslim Rohingya people. In the past month, tension 
has been on the rise in Myanmar between the two communities, and two weeks ago violence broke out in the 
Rakhine State. It is estimated that 300 000 Muslim Rohingyas have been displaced. It is further reported that the 
Myanmar military has planted anti-personnel mines along the routes of the Rohingya people’s escape routes. 
I understand that anti-personnel mines were banned by an international treaty in the late 1990s. From experience 
serving in the Australian Defence Force, we certainly do not have any anti-personnel mines. We have a Claymore 
mine, which is above the ground and can be put out to protect a harbour or position, but then it can be retrieved. It 
does not leave any long-lasting threat because we know where to retrieve the device from. It is also reported that 
numerous people have been severely injured by the mines. It is with great sadness I see this happening in a country 
where the government and leader were democratically elected. I think it is important that the house notes the 
situation and expresses its concern. 
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